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EAST VALLEY COMMUNITY GROUP 

(EVCG) 
Monthly Meeting Minutes, January 12, 2021  

Meeting held via Zoom 
 

Present:  Betsy Race, Josie Carothers, Allison Belisle, Marcia Hammond, Elizabeth Lord, Joan Feierabend, 
Mark Kelley, Jane Terry, Christine Settles, Sarah Jolivette, Pat French, Bobbie Kimberly 

 
1.  Meeting called to order by Co-Chair Betsy Race at 5:37 PM.    

2.  Introductions 

3.  Changes to the Agenda:  EVCG terms for officers and operating procedures will be discussed under “Old              

     Business” 

4.  Secretary's Report:    

Two minor corrections to the December 8th draft minutes were identified regarding spelling of names 
and a change to the January meeting date. A motion to approve the December minutes (with the 
corrections) was made by Joan Feierabend and seconded by Josie Carothers. No further discussion. The 
motion passed unanimously.   

5. Treasurer’s Report    

Motion to approve the December Treasurer’s report made by Mark Kelley, seconded by Joan 
Feierabend. No further discussion. The motion passed unanimously.   

Allison reported that she will start preparing the annual filings required by the Vermont Secretary of 
State’s Office and for the IRS (form 990) for non-profits.  She will also circulate the conflict of interest 
policy which must be reviewed and signed. 

A discussion ensued on the question of whether to open a PayPal account. Having an account would 
provide a way to make online donations to EVCG and towards restoration of the hall. Marcia asked 
about using other alternatives such as Venmo.  Christine said Venmo is not available for business 
transactions. Allison explained that PayPal assesses a 2.2% fee for each transaction. Josie suggested that 
the EVCG account should include an option for donations to include the cost of the processing fee for 
the transaction.   

A motion was made to authorize the Treasurer to open a Paypal account. The motion was made by Josie 
Carothers and seconded by Marcia Hammond.  No further discussion.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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6.  Committee Updates 

a. Events Committee:   Marcia reported that the events committee did some brainstorming at it last 
meeting and started to develop a list of activities, programs and workshops that could be conducted 
outdoors at the hall this year.  Marcia will circulate the list to everyone. 

Porch quilt project: Allison reported that she sent an email last weekend to a group of approximately 
fifty local artists seeking their participation in the porch quilt project. Already there has been a strong 
response. A number of potential artists have expressed interest in the project. 

EVCG makes the news: There was an article in the Herald newspaper (January 7, 2021 edition) about 
EVCG using the barn quilt and porch quilt projects to raise funds for restoration of the hall.  Also, there 
was an article in the The World newspaper regarding news events from the year 2020 that included 
EVCG’s vegetable giveaway at the hall this past summer. These two news articles are noteworthy items 
to be recognized and celebrated. 

b. Public Relations Committee: Marcia suggests that EVCG send out regular communications through a 
quarterly newsletter with updates on EVCG activities and interests. There was general consensus in the 
group that this would be a good way to maintain connections within the community.  Allison pointed out 
that the messaging is important.  It’s important to make clear that EVCG is inclusive; and that our 
group’s scope and reach extends to people in all of the East Valley, not just East Randolph.   

Josie provided an update that she is working on the summary for the annual Town report.  Committee 
reports are due this week.  

c. Capital Campaign & Grants Committee:  Betsy reported that the committee has decided to enlist the 
services of a professional fundraiser and organizer through the Preservation Trust of Vermont with 
partial funding through the Robert Sincerbeaux Foundation. The advice and experience of a professional 
will greatly assist the committee’s work.  Josie is writing a letter to request a Sincerbeaux grant for this 
purpose.   
 
d. Welcome Sign:  No update 
 
e. Clock update: No update  
 
f.  Bid package update: Mark reported that the Town received three bids that came in before the 
deadline, as well as one that came in later.  The three proposals were all in the high end and didn’t 
include the scope of services that EVCG is seeking. The Selectboard will be taking this up for further 
discussion at their next meeting. 
 
g.  EVCG Officers:  The renewal of terms and elections are not due until next year. Betsy created a chart 
which she will send out to the group in an email. Betsy also shared this information with Trini, who 
concurred with it and indicated that the terms will be renewed for the advisory committee members. 

7.  New Business - none 

8.  Next meeting: first Tuesday, February 2, 2021 at 5:30 via Zoom.   

9.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 PM on a motion by Mark Kelley, and seconded by Allison Belisle.       
. 


